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Language Policy 
Philosophy: 
At Summit Charter Academy Lombardi, language is a vital instrument for learning, communication, and 
expression.  Language and communication create the cohesiveness and understanding across cultures we 
need in a changing world.  We believe in providing real life, authentic experiences to encompass 
multicultural beliefs and values of our students and community.  All students are expected to express 
themselves and develop communication skills through art, music, drama, technology and media as well as 
listening, speaking, reading, writing, presenting, and viewing.  We are committed to providing a learning 
environment that promotes and supports effective communication and language development.  Our goal is 
to prepare students to be college and world ready.  We want our students to develop their own views so they 
can communicate, discuss, and defend their ideas as they consider the larger world around them.   
 

At Summit Charter Academy Lombardi, we believe: 
    •Language is the core of learning, thinking and communicating. 
    •Language skills are developed in context throughout the transdisciplinary themes. 
    •Language is a foundation for inquiry, social interaction and self-expression. 
    •Learning more than one language enriches personal growth and facilitates international understanding. 
   

Second Language Instruction (Language Acquisition): 
All students in grades TK-6th at Summit Charter Academy Lombardi receive weekly Spanish instruction from a 
certificated teacher.  Students receive instruction using an interactive approach to second language 
learning.  The study of Spanish provides students an opportunity to develop cultural awareness and in turn 
understand the importance of learning an additional language.   
 

Home Language Support: 
Summit Charter Academy Lombardi students are encouraged to preserve their cultural identity through the 
use of their home (native language) at home, school and within the community.  Students are also 
encouraged to share their culture and language within their classroom and school learning communities 
through presentations related to the program of inquiry units.  Spanish translation is available in the school 
office through a Spanish speaking support staff, and translators are also available for parent conferences, as 
many of our parents and students are native Spanish speakers.  We are committed to providing a school 
environment that supports students in their home language.   
 

Language Practices:   
Language instruction at Summit Charter Academy Lombardi through the Primary Years Programme (PYP) 
including reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing skills is a necessary tool for effective 
communication.  Students need many opportunities and authentic experiences to build these necessary skills 
in and out of the classroom.  The understanding and mastery of these skills are vital to the development of a 
life-long learner and help foster an understanding of the world around them.  We address all areas of 
language arts instruction, through direct teaching, inquiry learning, and collaboration between students.  The 
following are components of our language-based instruction: 

♦Guided reading      
♦Literature circles 
♦Inquiry-based learning     
♦Oral and project presentations 
♦Use of technology      
♦ELD Practices 
♦Opportunities for frequent student reflection  
♦Class/Grade Level Plays (Performing Arts) 
♦Reading, writing, and discussing across all subject areas 
♦Use of formal and informal assessment data to drive instruction 
♦Music (creating, performing, reflecting) 



Teaching Language through Inquiry: 
Inquiry is a lifelong approach to learning. Through inquiry, language is taught throughout the curriculum. 
Students are encouraged to engage with and wonder about texts and their meaning.  They inquire into what 
readers and writers do, studying their craft and applying the techniques to their own work.  Teachers starting 
in kindergarten use songs, rhymes, games, hands-on manipulatives, displays of written words (anchor charts), 
class and student-made books.  Additionally they use language books with beginning vocabulary and many 
pictures, to create a language rich learning environment.   (As students progress they engage in writing 
original stories, tales, legends, drawing, and illustrating.)  Students are given constant opportunities to 
collaborate and inquire with other learners. 
 

Oral Language: 
Students consistently engage in oral language presentations through projects, speeches, and group 
presentations.  By engaging students in inquiry, children listen to and respond to a variety of texts, and to the 
ideas and opinions of others.  They are able to understand and evaluate what they hear, to think about both 
literal and inferred meanings, and to respond appropriately by articulating their thoughts.  As part of the 
inquiry process, students constantly communicate, reflect, gather, process and present information.  
 

Reading: 
In reading we use a variety of text to encourage accuracy, fluency, and comprehension. Literature is 
available in the classrooms and library.   Reading instruction happens throughout the curriculum on a daily 
basis. Teachers approach the teaching of reading through a variety of practices including modeled, shared, 
guided, independent, and choral reading, as well as literature discussions. Students are introduced to a wide 
range of fiction and non-fiction texts and multicultural literature.  They have opportunities to read 
independently for their own interest, pleasure and information.  
 

Writing: 
Writing is a crucial part of the inquiry process.  Writing helps students to remember, develop, organize, and 
communicate ideas, feelings and information. Students use a variety of grade-level appropriate strategies 
such as:  
     •Responding to essential questions 
     •Learning to listen attentively 
     •Asking questions for clarification and understanding  
     •Connecting personal experience with stories, poems and other written materials 
     •Writing reflections, narratives, poems, stories, etc. based on a particular topic.  
     •Student- selected work in portfolios show examples of writing integrated into all subjects in both formative and  
       summative assessments. Through the writing process, students practice using different writing forms and  
       structures. 
   

Visual Language: 
Visual language is a combination of viewing and presenting images to communicate a message.  
Interpreting visual language requires students to analyze, filter and extract meaning from visual media.  
Students are taught to interpret and construct effective visual texts that communicate their ideas and 
understandings. Visual language is taught through modeling, scaffolded instructional strategies, exposure to 
different technology, media and layouts, and discussion of interpretations. 
 
Guidelines for Instruction: 
    • Respect for cultural and linguistic diversity is modeled and students are encouraged to share their  
       languages and cultures. 
    • Interaction, inquiry and collaborative groups and activities are promoted. 
    • When assessing students' oral language development, teacher’s focus on conceptual  
       understanding before pronunciation. 
    • The school has developed a community of self-confident, risk-taking language users and learners. 
    • Parents/caregivers, relatives and representatives from cultural groups or organizations are involved   
       as resources, cultural guides and presenters. 
    • Students are paired with fluent English speaking "buddies" for collaborative projects. 
 
 
 



Curriculum Mapping Documents    •These documents will be adjusted as needed. 
To support teachers as they implement the Primary Years Programme, grade level curriculum mapping documents 
have been created.  These documents contain information about the following:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Support Services: 
The school has several formal and informal support services available, including: 

Special Education Services 
Special education students have difficulties or conditions that are barriers to learning.  These challenges may or may not 
be a result of a second language mother tongue.  Therefore, teachers use modified strategies, techniques, and co-plan 
with support staff to provide an effective education.  We must also adhere to district guidelines and follow mandated laws 
that affect the rights of the student, as determined by their Individual Educational Program (IEP). Early intervention begins 
in Transitional Kindergarten (TK - 4 year old students). 

At Risk Students- Informal Reading, Writing, and Math Support 
Students that are deemed at-risk are referred to the student study team (SST) where they are evaluated by a team of 
teachers, counselors and a psychologist to determine the best way to help the student. During the school day support 
and intervention is provided, so that students will master skills necessary for success in school. 

Student Language Profile 
Upon enrollment, parents are asked to complete a Home Language Survey. This document provides a basic language 
profile for each student.  A student’s home language is never a factor in the admission process. 

English Learner Services 
All students identified as speaking a language other than English will be screened for English Language Development 
services upon enrollment at Summit Charter Academy Lombardi, as required by the state of California. Students are 
assessed using the California English Language Development Test (ELPAC) to ascertain their level of English proficiency.   
The ELD program enables students to become proficient in the English language.  Daily in-class instruction is taught by a 
credentialed teacher who uses authentic reading and writing experiences, and provides textual choices, as well as 
meaningful content for students. *ELD Designated Services 
   

Assessment: 
Language will be assessed based on our assessment policy.  When resources are available, formative and 
summative assessment can be administered in a student’s mother tongue or home language. 
     

Professional Development: 
Grade level teams have weekly meetings to plan collaboratively, discuss and evaluate practices regarding highly 
effective instructional strategies for language teaching and learning.  Our site PYP coordinator and the district’s 
Curriculum and Instruction department provide training for teachers in best practices, language development, and 
balanced literacy.  We will continue to provide PYP support for teachers by attending PYP workshops. 
     

Essential Agreements: 
It is the responsibility of all Summit Charter Academy Lombardi teachers to ensure that our Language  
Policy is put into practice.  We believe our Language Policy is comprised of best practices and that all Lombardi 
teachers are language teachers and are responsible for supporting language acquisition at our school. The Head 
of School, PYP Coordinator, and IB Leadership Team will review and revise the Language Policy annually during staff 
development. 
     

Communication of Policy:  
Teachers will share The Language Policy with parents during Kindergarten and new student registration, Back to 
School Night, and the first parent conference of each school year. The policy will be available on the school’s 
website and handbook, and they are reviewed annually at the Charter Advisory Board and the Parent Teacher 
Association.  In addition, the Charter Board Minutes and Agendas have also been added to the SCA Lombardi 
website. 

District/State Related Information  
Common Core Standards for: 
   •Language  •Reading  •Writing   •Math 
   •Science pacing (using NGSS & PLTW) 
   •Social Studies pacing (using current state standards) 
   •The mapping is constructed to support and align to  
     the trimester system. 

IB PYP Related Information 
   •IB PYP Language and Math Scope & Sequence 
   •IB PYP Science and Social Studies Strands 
   •Learner Profile Attributes & Attitudes 
   •PYP Transdisciplinary Themes  
   •Approaches to Learning/Teaching Skills 
   •Key and related concepts 


